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The first of these categories, lexical collocation, “consists of nouns, 
adjectives, verbs, and adverbs” (Benson et al, 1986:xxx). The BBl 
Dictionary (Benson et al, 1986) divides these into seven major types, as 
per Table 1. The important factor to be considered with these 
collocations is tnat there is “no semantic explanation” (Carter, 1998:56) 
as to why certain words collocate; word choice is constrained, not by 
semantic or grammatical features, but merely through usage. Different 
discourse communities, and thus different genres, can have different 
patterns of collocation. 
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L] ver +- noun/ pronoun make an agreement"; set 
; : ; an alarm 
(creation/activation) 
Ez verb + noun reject an appeal", lift a 
a À pa : blockade” 
(eradification/nullificatio 
n) 
L3 adj + Nnoun mongiicalreeness 
abandon* 
L4 noun + verb salarms go off"; , olizzards 
rage” 
ES noun4 Of noun> a swarm of bees"; ,a bit of 


aavice elnvenoi 
violence” 
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Grammatical collocation, on the other hand, primarily results from the 
operation of syntax (Carter, 1998:51) and typically combines an open 
class word with a closed class, grammatical word (Lewis, 2000:134). The 
BBI Dictionary (Benson et al, 1986) categorises grammatical collocation 
into eight major types, designated Gl to G8, with G8 verb patterns 
further divided into 19 patterns, G8A to G85, as per Table 2. 
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noun + prep 


noun + to-inf 


noun + that- 
clause 


prep + noun 
adj + prep 
pred ad; + 


to-in.f 
ad; + that- 


nDlockade against"; ,apathy towards” 
G2 noun 


1a pleasure to do if"; , the foresighi to do 
nº 


we reached an agreement that she 
would 
represent us in court 


by accident"; in advance” 
angry at everyone”; , afraid of him” 
sli WAS necessary to work”; she is ready 


to go: 


«She was afraid that she would fail the 
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verbs (trans) that 
allow dative 
movement 
transformation 


verbs (trans) that do 
not allow dative 
movement 


verbs (trans) used 
with 'for' that allow 
dative movement 
transformation 


verb + prep 


they described the 
book to her' 


She bought a shirt for 
her husband” > , she 
bought her husband a 
shirt" 
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verb + to-inf 


verb + Inf without 
To' 


verb +v-ing 


verb (trans) + obj 
+ to-inf 


sfhey began to 
speak”; , he decided 
to come: 


we must work”; ,he 
had better go 


they enjoy watching 
TVº; ne remembered 
felling her 


she asked me to 
come”: ,we forced 
them to 


Gô8 verb (trans) + »| CAUghT them 


J object + v-ing stealing apples” 
G8 K verb (trans) + nPlease excuse my 
poss + gerund waking you so 

early"; , this 


fact justifies Bob's 
coming late” 


G8 L verb (trans) + they admitted thal 
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G8 verb (trans) + obj + 

N complement 
(adj/past 
part/noun/pronoun) 


G8 verb (trans) + obj + ob) 
ÕÓ 


she dyed her 

hair red“; ,she 
had her tonsils 
removed" 


she teacher 
asked the boy a 


PNI e sra LN A 


AJ 


04) 


sub) (lt) + verb + ,f puzzled me that 
to-inf or that- they never answered 
clause the 
telephone”; ll 
surprised me to learn 
of her 
decision” 


verb fintrans) + she became an 
complement engineer”; she was 


(nani Ara anth o icinctin" 


COLLOCATION AND COHESION 





As collocation occurs within a lexico-grammatical system, Halliday and 
Hasan (1976) demonstrated that the lexical ifems in collocation operate 
across grammar and serve to provide cohesion to the text as a whole. 
The words which occur within the text are constrained by the co-text 
(Brown & Yule, 1983:46), the other items in the surrounding discourse, 
which regularly co-occur in collocation chains in similar environments 
(Halliday & Hasan, 1976:287). For this reason Halliday (2004:577) 
suggested that collocation is often found in specific registers or genres. 
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The term colligation has been used in a large number of different 
senses. In fact, the use of colligation has been even more varied than 
that of collocation (see above). Firth (1968: 181) used the term to refer 
to the syntagmatic attraction between grammatical categories, e.g. 
parts of speech or syntactic functions (whereas collocation, for him, 
was the syntagmatic attraction between lexical items). The most 
common use of the term colligation today, however, is to designate 
the attraction between a lexical item and a grammatical category 
(Sinclair 1998: 15). 


EXAMPLES OF COLLIGATION 





For example, the English verb BUDGE is attracted to the construction 
[modal auxiliary verb + BUDGE], e.g. will/won't budge (Sinclair 1998: 13). 
In addition to studying the colligation patterns of single words, the 
concept of colligation has been applied also to multi-word phrases. For 
example, the English phrase naked eye is often preceded by a 
preposition and a definite article (e.g. to the naked eye, for the naked 
eye; Sinclair 1998: 15). 


LEXICAL PRIMING 





To date, the most extensive treatment of the concept colligation has 
been presented by Hoey (2005). InHoey's theory of lexical priming (i.e. a 
statistically based theory of linguistic competence), colligations play a 
crucial part in what it means to know a language. According to Hoey 
(2005: 43) colligation actually encompasses three distinct aspects of 
distributional attraction between linguistic items: (1) the relationship 
between a lexical item and a grammatical context (e.g. [consequence 
+ BE + subordinate clause]; Hoey 2005: 57-58), 


LEXICAL PRIMING « 02 » 





(ii) the relationship between a lexical item and a particular syntactic 
function in which the item can be used (e.g. consequence is often 
used as part of a complement; Hoey 2005: 44-48), and (iii) the 
relationship between a lexical item and the position in a phrase, ; 
clause, sentence, text or discourse where the item can be used (e.g. 4 
consequence is often used as part of the theme in a sentence; Hoey | 
2005: 49-52). 
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Thus, Hoey uses colligation as a cover 
term which encompasses both 
grammatical patterns and patterns ol 
information structure associated with a 
lexical item. If is important to note tharf 
all of the relationships above can be 
positive as well as negative, l.e. lexical 
Items are primed to co-occur wiflh some 
grammatical features while they are 
also primed to avoid others. 


